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What is our Walk Score?
Spotted on a Front
Porch Near You:
Stone bulldog

Concrete Cats

Greenwich Forest

Washington, D.C.
ranks as the #7

illage

Hedgehog

Walk Score promotes walkable
neighborhoods as “one of the
simplest and best solutions for
the environment, our health,
and our economy.”

Battery Park rates
66 points out of
100, while Greenwich Forest is a
36. By comparison,
McLean, VA rates
23 and Potomac is
a meager 16.

walkable city in the country for
consistent Walk Scores, with
Dupont Circle topping out at 98.

Historic
District

Battery Park
Hills
Wheatley
Hills

Huntington

Metal Frog

www.walkscore.org gives our
neighborhood relatively high
marks.

ish V
Engl

Wooden Rabbit

New residents from other
spots in the metro region frequently say their motivation to
move here was “we want to
walk to downtown Bethesda!”
Proximity to restaurants, metro, shops, churches, and professional services makes life
easier and enjoyable.

Battery Park

Seen in Back Yards:

I Dream of Sidewalks . . . . . . .

Fox
Rabbits (of course!)
Deer
and (maybe) Coyote!

Important Phone
Numbers:
 Montgomery County Police
Non-Emergency:
301.279.8000
 PEPCO Report Outage:
877.737.2662
 Verizon Report Outage:
800.837.4966
 Xfinity Report Outage:
800.934.6489
 Best Real Estate Advice:
301.802.3793

Why do some areas of the
neighborhood have sidewalks
and others not? The answer
pulls us into urban design
history, DOT standards, and
economics: it’s complicated.
Battery Park was envisioned
as both an escape and an
extension of the city in the
mid 1920s. Streets connected to existing road networks.
Lot sizes and homes were
modest. By 1910, the trolley
line followed Old Georgetown
Road to Rockville, so Battery
Park residents could commute for work and errands.
Sidewalks were integrated
into street designs, with tree
lawns and minimal driveways.
Front porches were common.
The social life of the neighborhood benefited from fairly
close proximity to neighbors,
green islands linking the
roads, and sidewalks.
Greenwich Forest emerged in
the 1930s on the receding

edge of the City Beautiful
movement. Suburbs were
envisioned as an escape from
the city in the newly defined
space between urban and
rural. Greenwich Forest was
“conceived of, built, and to a
great degree preserved as a
park-like canopied forest with
gentle topographic contours,
in which the presence of
houses and hardscape are
understated relative to the
natural setting.”* Lot sizes
are larger and homes enjoy
expansive front yards. Public
right of way is minimal to preserve green spaces. It was
assumed residents would use
cars, so driveways and garages are standard. Sidewalks
were intentionally not included in this design to enhance
the park like setting.
By the late 1940s, suburban
development prioritized efficiency. The postwar housing
boom took off, focused on

quantity. Undeveloped areas
exploded with house construction. Smaller lots and
simplified construction fed
the boom. Streets remained
narrow and sidewalks were
forgotten as an expedient nod
to City Beautiful precedents.
Montgomery County is adept
at standards for roads and
sidewalks in new developments, but stymied by our
patchwork of older styles.
The MoCo standard right of
way for a roadway with sidewalk on one side is 44 feet.
Most of our streets maintain
26 feet, so adding a sidewalk
would require eliminating 10
feet of mature landscaping in
front of homes.
Drive or walk through the
neighborhood, be aware of
walkers and bikers who have
no choice but to use the roadway, and enjoy how close you
are to downtown Bethesda!

*from Greenwich Forest Historic District
Guidelines

Pure Bethesda is a newsletter for news and information about these neighborhoods. If you have an interesting item or event you’d like to share, please send a
note to Melissaw@LNF.com
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Real Estate Reigns as Americans' Preferred Investment
Real estate is the long-term investment of
choice for Americans, who in a recent survey
by Bankrate.com placed it ahead of bonds,
cash, gold and stocks as the best method of
building wealth over time. Real estate is now
the chosen vehicle for the third consecutive
time in the survey:
 Real Estate (28 percent)
 Cash (23 percent)
 Stocks (17 percent)
 Gold/Other Precious Metals (15 percent)
 Bonds (4 percent)

Real Estate can
be more than
just a home: it
can be an
investment!

survey, despite their tendency to produce
wide enough window to weather swings.
"We've begun to see rising yields on savings
accounts," says Mark Hamrick, senior
economic analyst at Bankrate.com.
"However, the preferences for cash and real
estate indicate that too many people are
leaving money on the virtual table by failing
to be sufficiently exposed to the stock market, where higher long-term returns are
found. This is especially the case for younger
investors, who are in the best position to
weather the inevitable short-term market
volatility."

Stocks have never been highly favored in the

Source: Bankrate.com
Charles Muotch

Everyone Wins!

Self Directed 401k

We are fortunate to live in an “Arrival Neighborhood”: people move in and never want to
leave. Even if you love the area, your house
may no longer be the best fit for your current
needs.

If you could go back in time, knowing what
you know now, would you buy more real estate? Most people would not hesitate to say
“yes”. If you believe real estate could be an
asset to your retirement planning, there are
IRS approved ways to own real estate in a
Self Directed 401k or Self Directed IRA.

If you want to stay nearby but need to move
to something bigger, or need to downsize but
want to remain near friends and familiar places, let’s have a discreet conversation! A
number of our neighbors have expressed
similar goals.
There are ways to buy and sell without going
through the full exposure of an open listing,
and I can help you explore options.

While not a financial planner, I recently completed a transaction for a Self Directed 401k.
The steps are fairly easy, and the metro area
has attractive investment opportunities that
could return rental income to a retirement
fund. Give me a call if you want to discuss
how this could work for you!

DOGS!
Most (but not all) people love them.
Everyone universally hates Dog Poop..….(the two most
unpleasant words in this newsletter!) If you have a dog,
here are simple reminders to be a good neighbor:


ALWAYS take a bag when you walk your dog



ALWAYS pick it up



ALWAYS put it in your own trash. Don’t leave it on the
sidewalk, a driveway, under a tree, or in any other
trash or recycling bin. Just don’t.

If you want to be a truly great neighbor, carry an extra bag
and offer it to anyone with a dog who appears to be in
distress, hesitates, or ignores an obvious problem.
Keep the neighborhood clean and keep the dogs lovable!
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Local Market Activity since March 1, 2017
Status Subdivision
ACTIVE

BATTERY PARK

Days on
List Date Close Date Market Address
134
18-Apr-17
7804 FAIRFAX RD

List Price Close Price
2,900,000
-

Year
Built
2007

HUNTINGTON
ACTIVE BATTERY PARK
GREENWICH
ACTIVE FOREST

24-Aug-17
16-Aug-17

-

5
12

7810 CUSTER RD
8013 MAPLE RIDGE RD

2,099,000
1,800,000

-

2017
1922

1-Jun-17

-

88

8006 OVERHILL RD

1,650,000

-

1986

14-Jun-17

-

73

5105 BATTERY LN

2,475,000

-

2014

5-Jan-17

22-Feb-17

48

8011 ABERDEEN RD

1,875,000

1,750,000

1949

5-Mar-17

10-Mar-17

5

7802 MARION LN

950,000 1,046,000

1951

23-Dec-16

27-Mar-17

94

5415 YORK LN

SOLD

BATTERY PARK
ENGLISH
VILLAGE
WHEATLEY
HILLS
BATTERY PARK
HILLS
ENGLISH
VILLAGE

2-Apr-17

25-Apr-17

23

5817 BRADLEY BLVD

SOLD

BATTERY PARK

17-Apr-17

31-May-17

44

7802 FAIRFAX RD

SOLD

BATTERY PARK
GREENWICH
FOREST
ENGLISH
VILLAGE
GREENWICH
FOREST

1-Jun-17

1-Jun-17

0

8013 MAPLE RIDGE RD

30-Apr-17

6-Jun-17

37

7820 HAMPDEN LN

2,395,000

2,265,000

2007

26-May-17

8-Jun-17

13

8014 ABERDEEN RD

2,689,000

2,710,000

2017

13-Jun-17

15-Jun-17

2

5600 HUNTINGTON

849,900

849,900 1956

23-Jun-17

62

8012 OLD GTOWN RD

895,900

880,000 1926

29-Jun-17

8

5411 YORK LN

974,900

954,000 1987

30-Jun-17

0

7816 ABERDEEN RD

1,441,000

1,380,000

1938

6-Jul-17

219

7829 ABERDEEN RD

1,999,950

1,990,000

2016

13-Jul-17
1-Aug-17

58
8

7827 ABERDEEN RD
8003 MAPLE RIDGE RD

1,299,000
2,695,000

1,296,000
2,625,000

1941
2015

18-Aug-17

58

5801 BRADLEY BLVD

ACTIVE

CONTRACT
SOLD
SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD
SOLD

BATTERY PARK 22-Apr-17
BATTERY PARK
HILLS
21-Jun-17
SOLD
ENGLISH
VILLAGE
30-Jun-17
SOLD
ENGLISH
VILLAGE
29-Nov-16
SOLD
ENGLISH
VILLAGE
16-May-17
SOLD
BATTERY PARK 24-Jul-17
SOLD
ENGLISH
VILLAGE
21-Jun-17
SOLD
GREENWICH
FOREST
2-Nov-16
SOLD
8-Jul-17
WITHDRN BATTERY PARK
Average Days
GREENWICH
19-Dec-16
WITHDRN FOREST
SOLD

1,695,000
800,000
1,195,000
869,000

999,900

1,630,000

750,000 1949
1,160,000

161

8103 HAMPDEN LN

Buy or Sell with Melissa
One Year Home

927,000 1936

1,595,000

Watts and receive a free

Warranty!

1933

855,000 1922

293
1,690,000 1,620,000
22-Aug-17
5509 WILSON LN
32
1,200,000
9-Aug-17
8020 PARK LN
on Market (“DOM”) for this area in Bethesda is currently 26 days
29-May-17

2001

(value is $499)

contact Melissa at MelissaW@LNF.com or 301.802.3792

2005
1926
1952

Melissa Watts
Realtor ®
Architect
City Planner

www.melissawatts.com

As a 25 year resident of Battery Park Hills, I’m happy to utilize my professional history and local
knowledge close to home. Building on my background as an award winning Architect, City Planner
As a 25 year resident of Battery Park Hills, I’m happy to utilize my extensive professional history
and Realtor ®, I bring the highest value to one of your most significant decisions: your home.
and local knowledge close to home. My background as an award winning Architect and City Planner
My
professional
managing
complex
estate
transactions
to focusdecion
strengthens
my experience
role as a Realtor
®, bringing
thereal
highest
value
to one ofprepares
the mostme
significant
the
specifics
of your
situation. I can guide you to the best result!
sions
in life: your
home.
Licensed Realtor ® in Maryland and Washington, D.C.
Masters in Architecture, Georgia Tech
My professional experience managing complex real estate transactions allows me to focus on the
Licensed Architect
Masters in City Planning, Georgia Tech

301.802.3793 cell
240.497.1700 office
MelissaW@LNF.com

specifics of your situation. I can guide you to the best result!

Finally
School
in inMCPS……
Licensed Realtor Back
® in Marylandto
and Washington,
D.C. Time
Masters
Architecture, Georgia Tech
Licensed Architect

Masters in City Planning, Georgia Tech

House_To_Love

Melissa helped us
through a complicated home inspection
and made it possible
for us to purchase
our “dream home”.
She knew how to get
the best result,
Mike and Katie T,

Melissa Watts ®
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.
7700 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814

PURE BETHESDA
This 6 times a year newsletter is
distributed to households in the
geographic area illustrated on
Page 1, intended to supplement
but not replace any official communications of community
groups or government officials.
If you would prefer to receive by
email, send an email with the
subject line Newsletter to
MelissaW@LNF.com
Back issues are posted on
www.melissawatts.com/newslettter

If your home is currently listed, this not intended as a solicitation of that listing.

